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 MORRIS ZELDITCH 

 

EDUCATION 

 B.A., Oberlin College, 1951 

 Ph.D., Harvard University, 1955 

 

EMPLOYMENT  

 Emeritus Professor of Sociology, Stanford University, l996-present 

 Associate Professor and Professor, Department of Sociology, Stanford University,  

  1961–1996 

 Chairman, Department of Sociology, Stanford University, 1964-1968, 1989-1994 

 Social Scientist, Department of Psychiatry, Columbia College of Physicians and  

Surgeons, 1958–1961 

 Instructor and Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Columbia University,  

  1955–1961 

 

HONORS 

 Dean’s Award for Distinguished Lifetime Achievement in Teaching, Stanford, 2007 

 Cooley-Mead Award, American Sociological Association, 2000 

 Fulbright Fellow, University of the Republic, Montivideo, Uruguay, Summer 1991 

 Resident Fellow, Rockefeller Study and Conference Center, Bellagio, Italy, 1988 

 Dean's Award for Excellence in Teaching, Stanford, 1978 

 Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, 1968-69 

 Woodrow Wilson Fellow, 1951-1952 

 Phi Beta Kappa, 1951 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 Chair, Theory Section, American Sociological Association, 1999-2000 

 President, Pacific Sociological Association, 1991-92 

 Chair, Committee on Publications, American Sociological Association, 1982-4;  

  member, 1981-4 

 Editor, American Sociological Review, 1975-1978 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

BOOKS 

New Directions in Contemporary Sociological Theory (ed) with Berger, Rowman and Littlefield, 

New York, 2002. 

Status, Power, and Legitimacy: Strategies and Theories, with Berger, Transaction: New 

Brunswick, N.J., l998. 

Theoretical Research Programs: Studies in The Growth ofTheory, (ed.), with Berger, Stanford 

University Press, 1993. 
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Sociological Theories in Progress: New Formulations (ed.),with Berger and B. Anderson, Sage, 

l989. Status, Rewards, and Influence (ed.), with Berger, Jossey-Bass, 1985. 

Status Characteristics and Social Interaction, with Berger, Fisek, and Norman, Elsevier, 1977. 

Sociological Theories in Progress (ed.), Vol. II, with Berger and B. Anderson, Houghton 

Mifflin, 1972. 

Sociological Theories in Progress (ed.), Vol. I, with Berger and B. Anderson, Houghton Mifflin, 

1966. 

Types of Formalization in Small Groups Research, with Berger, Cohen and Snell, Houghton 

Mifflin, 1962. New Printing by Greenwood Press series of "Classics in Sociology," 1980. 

A Basic Course in Statistics, with T. Anderson, Holt, Rinehart, Winston, various editions, 1959, 

1968, 1975. 

 

 

ARTICLES 

 

“Three Questions about the Legitimacy of Groups and the Mobilization of Resources,” Pp 255-

283 in Shane R. Thye and Edward J. Lawler (eds). Advances in Group Processes vol. 28. 

Emerald, 2011.  

“External Validity of Experiments that Test Theories,” Pp 87-112 in Murray Webster and Jane 

Sell (eds). Laboratory Experiments in the Social Sciences, NY: Elsevier- Academic 

Press. 2007. 

“ Laboratory Experiments in Sociology,” Pp 517-532 in Murray Webster and Jane Sell (eds). 

Laboratory Experiments in the Social Sciences, Elsevier- Academic Press. 2007. 

“Legitimacy Theory,” Pp 324-352 in Peter J. Burke (ed). Contemporary Social Psychological 

Theories. Stanford: SUP. 2006.  

“Theory Programs and Theoretical Problems,” with Berger and Willer, Sociological Theory 

23:127-155, 2005.  

“Institutional Effects on the Stability of Organizational Authority,” Pp 1-24 in Cathryn Johnson 

(ed). Legitimacy Processes in Organizations: Research in the Sociology of Organizations 

22, Elsevier:JAI, 2004. 

“The Legitimacy of Regimes (with Walker). Pp 217-250 in Shane R Thye & John Skvoretz 

(eds). Power And Status: Advances in Group Processes 20. Elsevier:JAI, 2003. 

"Theory Programs, Teaching Theory, and Contemporary Theories," with Berger, Pp 3-14 in 

Berger and Zelditch (eds). New Directions in Contemporary Sociological Theory, 

Rowman and Littlefield, 2002. 

"Construction of Status and Referential Structures," with Berger and Ridgeway, Sociological 

Theory 20:157-179, 2002. 

"Acts, Persons, Positions, and Institutions: Legitimating Multiple Objects and Compliance with 

Authority" with Walker and Rogers. Pp 232-339 in S. C. Chew and J. D. Knotternus 

(eds). Structure, Culture, and History: Recent Issues in Social Theory, Rowman & 

Littlefield, 2002. 

"Processes of Legitimation: Recent Developments and New Directions," Social Psychology 

Quarterly 64:4-17, 2001. 
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“Theories of Legitimacy,” Pp 33-53 in J.T. Jost and B. Major (eds) The Psychology of 

Legitimacy, Cambridge University Press, 2001. 

“Interpersonal Power, Pp 1456-64 in E.F.Borgatta and R.J.V.Montgomery (eds). Encyclopedia of 

Sociology, 2
nd

 ed, vol 2. NY:Macmillan, 2000. 

“Normative Regulation of Power,” with Walker. Advances in Group Processes 17:155-178, 2000 

"Consensus, Dissensus, and Justification," with Floyd, in J. Berger and M. Zelditch (eds) Status, 

Power, and Legitimacy, l998, pp 339-368. 

"Status, Power, and Accounts," with Massey and Freeman, Social Psychology Quarterly 60:238-

251, l997. 

"Theoretical Research Programs: A Reformulation," with Berger, in J. Szmatka, J. Skvoretz, and 

J. Berger (eds) Status, Network, and Structure: Theory Development in Group Processes, 

Stanford University Press, l997, 29-46. 

"Mentor Roles in Graduate Studies," Pp 23-37 in Frierson, H.T. (ed) Mentoring an Diversity in 

Higher Education,Greenwich, CT:JAI Press, l997. 

"Social Psychology in the Eighties" Social Psychology Quarterly, 58 (l995)332-335 

"Uncertainty, Potential Power, and Nondecisions," with Ford, Social Psychology 

Quarterly 57 (l994)64-73. 

"Graduate Mentoring," Proceedings of the Midwestern Association of Graduate Deans, l993. 

“Power, Legitimacy, and Stability of Authority: A Theoretical Research Program,” with Walker, 

Pp 364-381in J. Berger and M. Zelditch (eds) Theoretical Research Programs: Studies in 

the Growth of Theory, Stanford University Press, l993. 

"Orienting Strategies and the Growth of Theory," with Berger, in J. Berger and M. Zelditch 

(eds), Theoretical Research Programs: Studies in the Growth of Theory, Stanford 

University Press, l993, 3-22.  

"Forward," in Lauderdale, P and M. Cruit, The Struggle for  Control, State University of New 

York Press, l993,ix-xiv. 

“Interpersonal Power,” Pp 994-1001 in E.F & M.L. Borgatta (eds) Encyclopedia of Sociology. 

NY: Macmillan, 1992. 

"Problems and Progress in Sociological Theory," Sociological Perspectives, 35(l992)415-431. 

"Levels of Specificity within Theoretical Strategies," Sociological Perspectives 34 (1991) 303-

312. 

"A Working Strategy for Constructing Theories," with Berger and Wagner, pp. 107-123 in G. 

Ritzer, (ed.) Metatheorizing, Newbury Park, CA: Sage, 1992. 

"Levels in the Logic of Macro-Historical Explanation," in J. Huber (ed.) Macro-Micro Linkages 

in Sociology, Sage, 1991, pp. 101-108. 

"Mentor Roles," Proceedings of the Western Association of Graduate Schools, l990, 2-12. 

“Expectations, Shared Awareness, and Power,” with Samuel, in J. Berger, M. Zelditch, and B. 

Anderon (eds), Sociological Theories in Progress: New Formulations, Sage, l989, 288-

312. 

"Theoretical Structures and the Micro-Macro Problem," with Berger and Eyre, in J. Berger, M. 

Zelditch, and B. Anderson (eds.), Sociological Theories in Progress: New Formulations, 

Sage, 1989, 11-34. 

"Money, Science, and Politics," in Sociological Perspectives, 32(1989)31-34. 
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"Legitimating Collective Action: Theory and Experimental Results," with Walker and Rogers, in 

R. Braungart and M. Braungart (eds.), Research in Political Sociology, vol. 5, JAI Press, 

1989. 

"Theory Growth, Social Processes, and Metatheory," with Berger and Wagner, in J. Turner (ed.), 

Theory Building in Sociology, Sage, 1989, 19-42. 

"A Test of the Law of Anticipated Reactions," with Ford, Social Psychology Quarterly 

51(l988)164-172. 

"Legitimacy and Collective Action: A Research Note," with Walker and Rogers, Social Forces 

67 (l988)216-228. 

"Legitimacy and Collective Action," with Thomas and Walker, Social Forces, 65 (1986), 378-

404. 

"The Problem of Order," in J.F. Short (ed.), The Social Fabric: Dimensions and Issues, 1986, 

107-114. 

"Legitimation, Endorsement, and Stability," with Walker and Thomas, Social Forces 64 (1986), 

620-643. 

"The Logic of Presuppositions," Contemporary Sociology 14 (1985), 287-291. 

"Expectation States Theory: Status of a Research Program," with Berger and Wagner, in J. 

Berger and M. Zelditch (eds), Status, Rewards, and Influence, 1985, 1-72. 

"Three Questions About Status," in J. Berger and M. Zelditch (eds), Status, Rewards, and 

Influence, 1985, 73-107. 

“Theoretical and Meta-theoretical Themes in Expectation States Theory,” with Berger and 

Wagner. Pp 148-168 in H. J. Helle and S. N. Eisenstadt (eds). Microsociological Theory 

Perspectives in Sociological Theory:, vol 2. Sage 1985.  

"Meaning, Conformity, and Control," J. Mathematical Sociology 10 (1984), 183-190. 

"Legitimacy and the Stability of Authority," Advances in Group Processes: Theory and 

Research, vol. 1,1984, 1-25 "Artifacts and Challenges: A Comment on Lee and Ofshe," 

with Berger, Social Psychology Quarterly 46 (1983), 59-62. 

"Decisions, Nondecisions, and Metadecisions," with Harris, Thomas, and Walker, in L. 

Kriesberg (ed.), Research in Social Movements, Conflict, and Change, vol. 5, JAI Press, 

1983, 1-32. 

"Historical and Generalizing Approaches to Sociology," with Berger, reprinted from the 

"Introduction" to J. Berger, M. Zelditch, and B. Anderson, Sociological Theories in 

Progress, vol. 2, 1972, in E. Bredo and W. Feinberg (eds.), Knowledge and Values in 

Social and Educational Research, 1982, 70-84. 

"Extending Equity Theory: A Review Essay," ContemporarySociology, 10 (1981), 30-34. 

"Status Organizing Processes," with Berger and Rosenholtz, Annual Review of Sociology, 6 

(1980), 479-508. 

"How are Inconsistencies in Status and Ability Resolved?" with Lauderdale and Stublarec, 

Social Forces, 58 (1980), 1025-1043.  

“Methodological Exhibitionism in Sociology: Comment on Gray’s “American Sociology: Plight 

and Promise.” The American Sociologist 14(1979), 52-5. 

"Why Was the ASR So Atheoretical?" Contemporary Sociology 8 (1979), 808-813. 

"Do Multiple Strategies Converge?" Society 16 (July/August 1979), 25-30. 
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"Outsiders' Politics: A Review Essay," American Journal of Sociology 83 (1978), 1514-1520. 

“Forward,” in Murray Webster & Barbara Sobieszek, Sources of Self-Evaluation: A Formal 

Theory of Significant Others & Social Influence, NY: Wiley, 1974, vii-xiv. 

"Status Characteristics and Social Interaction," with Berger and Cohen, American Sociological 

Review 37 (1972), 241-255. 

"Authority and Performance Expectations in Bureaucratic Organizations," in C. McClintock 

(ed.), Experimental Social Psychology, Holt, Rinehart, Winston, 1972, 484-513.  

"Status Characteristics and Social Interaction," with Berger and Cohen in C. McClintock (ed.), 

op.cit. 449-483 (article with same name as, but different from, article in 1972 ASR). 

"Structural Aspects of Distributive Justice: A Status-Value Formulation," with Berger, 

Anderson, and Cohen, in J. Berger, M. Zelditch, and B. Anderson (eds) Sociological 

Theories in Progress, Vol. II, 1972, 119-146. 

"Intelligible Comparisons," in Vallier, I. (ed.), Comparative Methods in Sociology, University of 

California Press, 1971, 267-308. 

"Equitable Comparisons," with Anderson, Berger, and Cohen, Pacific Sociological Review 13 

(1970), 19-26. 

"Reactions to Inequity," with Anderson, Berger, and Cohen, Acta Sociologica 12 (1969), 1-12. 

"Can You Really Study an Army in the Laboratory?" in A. Etzioni (ed.), Complex 

Organizations, Holt, Rinehart, Winston, 2nd Ed., 1969, 528-539. 

"Talcott Parsons' Sociological Theory and Modern Society, a Review Essay," with Berger, 

American Sociological Review 33 (1968), 446-450. 

"Social Status," for International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, Vol. 15, 1968, 250-257 

"Status Classes in Organizations," with Anderson, Berger, and Cohen, Administrative Science 

Quarterly 11 (1966), 264-283. 

“Status Characteristics and Expectations States,” with Cohen and Berger, Sociological Theories 

in Progress, vol I, l966, 29-46. 

"Status Characteristics and Expectation States: A Process Model," with Berger, Cohen, and 

Connor, Sociological Theories in Progress, Vol. 1, 1966, 244-268. 

"Balance of a Set of Ranks," with B. Anderson, in J. Berger, M. Zelditch, and B. Anderson (eds), 

Sociological Theories in Progress, Vol. I, 1966, 244-268. 

"Stability of Organizational Status Structures," with Berger and Cohen, in J. Berger, M. Zelditch, 

and B. Anderson (eds), Sociological Theories in Progress, Vol. 1, 1966, 268-294. 

"On Conservative Attitudes," with Anderson, Takagi, and Whiteside, Acta Sociologica, Vol. 8, 

fasc. 3, 1965, 189-204. 

"Family, Marriage and Kinship," in R.E.L.Faris (ed.), Handbook of Modern Sociology, Rand 

McNally, 1964, 680-733. 

"Cross-Cultural Analyses of Family Structure," in H. Christensen (ed.), Handbook of Marriage 

and the Family, Rand McNally, 1964, 462-500. 

"Rank Equilibration and Political Behavior," with Anderson, European Journal of Sociology, V, 

1964, 112-125. 

"Simulated Bureaucracies: A Methodological Analysis," with Evan, in H. Guetzkow (ed.), 

Simulation in Social Science, 1962. 
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"Some Methodological Problems of Field Studies," American Journal of Sociology 67 (1962), 

566-576. 

"Laboratory Experiments with Organizations," with Hopkins, in A. Etzioni (ed.), Complex 

Organizations, 1st Ed., 1961, 464-478. 

"A Laboratory Experiment on Bureaucratic Authority," with Evan, American Sociological 

Review 26, 6 (1961), 883-893. 

“Statistical Marriage Preferences of the Ramah Navaho,” American Anthropologist 

61(1959)470-491. 

“Values Institutionalized in the Family.” Antioch Review, Winter (1958-9)m 455-68. 

"Role Differentiation in the Nuclear Family: A Comparative Study," in T. Parsons, and R.F. 

Bales, Family, Socialization, and Interaction Process, Free Press, 1955, 307-352. 

 

UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS 

 

“Problems and Progress in Sociological Theory: 1992-2004,” presented at the Panel of Past 

Presidents, Pacific Sociological association, San Francisco, CA, April 2004. 

"Identity, Resources, and Retirement," presented at the meetings of the American Sociological 

Association, Anaheim, CA, 2001. 

“Theories, Applications, and Interventions: An Appreciation of the Work of Elizabeth G. 

Cohen,” presented at a conference on E.G. Cohen, Stanford School of Education, 

Stanford, CA, 1999. 

“Legitimacy, Expected Value, and the Strength of Peripheral Power,” presented at the meetings 

of the West Coast Group Processes Conference,” Stanford, Ca, 1999. 

“Status, Excuses, and Justifications,” with S. Freeman and K. Massey. Working Paper #97-1, 

Center for Sociological Research, Stanford, CA: Stanford University, 1997. 

“Negotiating Consensus,” with Floyd. Presented at the meetings of the International Sociological 

Association, Montreal, Canada, l998. 

“Meta-Justifications,” with Floyd. Presented at the meetings of the American Sociological 

Association, Toronto, Canada, 1997. 

“Consensus, Uncertainty, and Justification,” with Floyd. Presented at the meetings of the Pacific 

Sociological Association, Los Angeles, CA, 1995. 

"Teaching Theory," presented at the meetings of the Theory Section, American Sociological 

Association, San Diego, Ca, Aug l994. 

“Strategies, Theories, & Models.” With Berger. Working Paper #100-2, Center for Sociological 

Research, Stanford, CA: Stanford University, 1993. 

“A Revised Bibliography of Expectation States Research.” With Berger. Working Paper #100-1. 

Center for Sociological Research, Stanford CA: Stanford University, 1991. 

“The Two Social Psychologies.” With Lepper. Unpublished Memorandum for the Dean of 

Humanities & Sciences, Stanford CA: Stanford University, 1991. 

"Past, Present, and Future of Sociology," presented to the Plenary Session of that title at 

meetings of the Pacific Sociological Association, Reno, Nevada, April 1989 

“Legitimacy and the Support of Revolutionary Coalitions.” with Walker, Rogers, and Lyman. 

Working Paper #89-3, Center for Sociological Research, Stanford University, 1989. 
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“The Politics of Redistributive Agendas.” Unpublished manuscript, Rockerfeller Foundation: 

Bellagio Study & conference Center, Lake Cuomo, Italy 1987. 

"Legitimation, Justification, and Power," with Walker an Rogers, Working Paper #86-1, Center 

for Sociological Research, Stanford University, 1986. Presented to the Annual Meeting of 

the American Sociological Association, New York City, August 31, 1986. 

"Rethinking Accounts: Effects of Uncertainty about Norms on the Justification of Acts," with 

Lunde, paper presented to the Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, 

New York City, September 1, 1986 

“Choosing Standards: Validity, Propriety, and Pay Equity,” with Walker, Taylor, and Montoya,” 

Unpublished manuscript, Cornell University,1985 

“Legitimacy and the Exercise of Authority: The Effects of Validity and Propriety," with Walker, 

Working Paper No. 85-1, Center for Sociological Research, Stanford University, 1985.  

"Why Do Individuals Nondecide Under Uncertainty," with Ford, Working Paper 84-10, Center 

for Sociological Research, Stanford University, 1984.  

"Legitimacy of Redistributive Agendas," with Gilliland and Thomas, (formerly titled "An 

Experimental Study of the Mobilization of Bias"), Working Paper 84-8, Center for 

Sociological Research, Stanford University, 1984.  

“Non-deciding Inequity: An Experimental Study of the Mobilization of Bias. With Thomas, 

Walker. Working Paper 84-4, Center for Sociological Research, Stanford University 

1984. 

“Uncertainty, Potential Power, and Non-decisions.” With Ford. Working Paper 84-3, Center for 

Sociological Research, Stanford University 1984. 

"Effects of a Legitimate Authority's Justification of Inequality on the Mobilization of 

Revolutionary Coalitions," with Lineweber and Barr-Bryan. Technical Report No. 84, 

Laboratory for Social Research, Stanford University, 1982.  

“Issues, Artifacts, & Challenges: A Comment on Lee and Ofshe,” with Berger, Unpublished 

manuscript, Stanford University, Stanford CA 1982. 

"An Experimental Study of Pressure to Change when Change is Politically Impossible," with 

Thomas and Hooper, unpublished manuscript, Stanford University, Stanford, CA, 1981. 

“A Bibliography of Expectation States Research,” with Berger. Technical Report #67. The 

Laboratory for Social Research. Stanford CA: Stanford University, 1978. 

“Status Conditions of Self-Evaluation,” with Berger, Anderson, & Cohen. Technical Report #27, 

Laboratory for Social Research, Stanford CA: Stanford University, l968 (Revision of TR 

#24.).  

“Status Conditions of Self-Evaluation,” with Berger, Anderson, & Cohen. Technical Report #24, 

Laboratory for Social Research, Stanford CA: Stanford University, l967.  

“Working Paper on a Model for Authority and Expectation Processes,” with Berger, unpublished 

manuscript, Stanford University, Stanford, CA, 1962. 

“Rank Equilibration and Behavior.” With Zetterberg. Unpublished manuscript, Columbia 

University, 1961. 

“Role Differentiation in the Nuclear Family,” original manuscript, Harvard University 1952. 
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WORKS IN PROGRESS 

The Legitimacy of Groups and Inter-group Relations. 

The Legitimacy of Groups and the Mobilization of Resources.  

 


